Diagnosis of splenic involvement in Hodgkin's disease by radionuclide evaluation of splenic contraction in response to adrenaline.
Splenic contraction in response to adrenaline was studied by a radionuclidic technique in 33 patients who then underwent exploratory laparotomy and splenectomy. The decrease in splenic size was estimated by the percent diminution of spleen area from the baseline scan, and was found to be significantly less (p less than 0.001) in the group of patients with Hodgkin's involvement of the spleen. Possible applications of the test for diagnostic purposes are discussed.